
NENET MIGRATION IN 
YAMALIA 

•  Possible dates 
•  End of March - April 2022 

Siberian Arctic, Russia 

Fotografías: Giampiero Gandolfo 



Dates: 
Prevision 
End of March - April 2022 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Duration: 
13 days 

Physical level:  
6/10 

Departure / Arrival point:  
Moscow 

Departure time:  
Not available 

Location: 

Price:  
3.080,00 € per person 

Here you accompany a Nenets family with its reindeer, and live in a chum sharing daily 
tasks with them. 

If launching yourself on adventures is just something you do, then this voyage of discovery 
should fit your interests. 
On this journey you will see some of the least trodden and remote regions of the world. 

This expedition is an opportunity to return to the basics and enjoy exploring the tundra and 
the Polar Ural mountains. 

An exclusive insight into the ancient traditional ways of life in the tundra and the life of the 
Nenet nomads today 



•  Accommodation at the Domodedovo 
Airhotel *** (double rooms) 

•  Hotel accommodation (double 
rooms) 

•  Meals specified in the program 
•  Stay with local families 
•  Local guide 
•  Amaroq Explorers Guide 
•  Activities according to the program 
•  Arctic Security Team 
•  Satellite phone, Delorme and solar 

charger 
•  Tents, kitchen equipment, and first 

aid 

Included: 

•  Flights to / from Moscow 
•  Personal expenses such as drinks, 

tickets, phone calls ... 
•  Travel insurance 
•  Excess baggage 
•  Personal gear / clothing, sleeping bag, 

backpack, warm clothing, etc. Contact 
us for advice 

•  Other services in Moscow 
•  Calls from the satellite phone (€ 2 / min) 
•  All services not specified in "included" 

Not Included: 

Group size:  
Min 3 – Max 6 

Age:  
Over 14 (under 18 
accompanied by a guardian) 



The Nenets are reindeer herders, migrating across the Yamal peninsula, thriving for more 
then a millennium with temperatures from minus 50°C in winter to 35°C in summer. Their 
annual migration varies from 500 to over a 1000 km and includes a 48 km crossing of the 
frozen waters of the Ob River. 
Every spring, the Nenets move their enormous herds from winter pastures on the Russian 
mainland, north to summer pastures in the Arctic Circle. 
The Nenets belong to the Samoyed group of peoples. Their ancestors originated in 
Southern Siberia and are believed to have settled in the Russian North about 1000 years 
ago. With a population of over 41,000, the Nenets are one of the largest of the indigenous 
groups in Northern Siberia. Their territory covers a vast area that stretches from the Kanin 
Peninsula at the White Sea in the west, all the way to the Taymyr Peninsula, a distance of 
more than 2,000 km. Traditionally the Nenets are reindeer breeders, who also hunt, trap 
and fish. 
 
The Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous Area is an entire country in the center of Russia`s Far 
North. It is located on the West Siberian Plain, the largest such plain in the world. A small 
part of its territory is situated on the eastern slopes of the Polar Urals (the city of Payer). 
Arctic Ural is considered the territory of Ural from the source of the river Khulga in the 
south up to Konstantinov Kamen’s mountain in the north. In the west and the east ridges 
of Arctic Ural adjoin to taiga and tundra of the Pechora and Western – Siberian lowlands. 
The territory of Arctic Ural Mountain area takes more than 25000 km2.  

For centuries Nenets have 
survived the harsh conditions of 
the Yamal Peninsula. They have 
adapted to be able to live and 
travel in the freezing 
temperatures. Joining a reindeer 
migration is a real experience 
living the nomadic life of the 
Siberian people. 

DETAILS 



Yamalia is a vast territory that has been 
traditionally inhabited by a small number of 
Northern peoples: Nenets, Khanty, Selkup and 
Komi (Zyryane). 
 
During this establishment in these high latitudes 
for thousands of years, these peoples have 
developed a wonderful and original culture, 
perfectly adapted to the harsh conditions offered 
by the wild nature of the Arctic. 
 
  The Nenet people of the Siberian Arctic are the 
guardians of a reindeer herding style that is the 
last of its kind. Through an annual migration cycle 
of nearly 1,000 km, this town moves gigantic 
herds from the winter pastures of the South to the 
summer pastures of the Arctic Circle. 
 
 
 

In winter, the average 
temperature is -25ºC to 
-30ºC 



•   Breakfast and transport to Domodedovo Airport, departure of the flight to 
Salekhard at 12:25 h. 

•  Arrival at 5:10 p.m. and transport to the hotel. 
•  Salekhard, with 42,500 inhabitants, is situated on the banks of the Ob River. It 

was built in 1595 as a Cossack fortress, called Obdorsk - Place in the Ob - 
until 1933. Salekhard means in the Nenet language "Settlement on the Cape". 

•    Accommodation at the hotel, in double rooms. (D) 

•  Breakfast and transportation to the tundra or mountains. Depending on the 
conditions, the departure may be by snowmobile, towards the Nenet camp. 

•  Stay in a chum. 

•  Arrival at Domodedovo airport, Moscow and transfer to Domodedovo Airhotel *** (in 
double rooms). 

PROGRAMA 

Arrival in Moscow 

DAY 01 

DAY 02 

DAY 03 

DAY 04 - 11 

•  We will live and travel alongside the Nenet family during their migration north. 
•    Stay at Chums. (D, A, C) 



•  Breakfast at the hotel. Departure for the airport at 8:30 a.m. 
•  Flight departure at 10:00 a.m. 
•  Arrival at domodedovo at 11:00 h. 
•    End of the program 

•  After sharing breakfast with the Nenet family, we will go to the meeting point and 
return to salekhard. 

•  In the afternoon we will have the option of taking a sauna. 
•  Accommodation at the hotel, double rooms. (D) 

DAY 12 

DAY 13 

Note:  
•  The guide will adapt the program of activities according to the group. 
•  The order and content of the expedition may vary. Adapt the route and content based on 

conditions and options offered each time. The Nenet can move their camp at any time, so final 
location of homestay will only be known just before departure. 

•  During the expedition the co-operation of all participants will be crucial. There is no cook on this 
trip, preparing the meal is a groups task. 


